• Sweden was at war with Poland • In January 1625, Sweden's King Gustav ordered the construction of Vasa, a small war ship. • Ship builders knew how to build 108foot ships with 1 gun deck. • A change in warfare tactics in the late 1600s and 1700s.
-Before, warships fired cannon volleys to cripple their opponent's ship so that they could board and seize it. -The objective became to fire broadside volleys and sink the opponent. • In November 1625, King ordered modification to a 120-foot ship • King ordered that VASA to be enlarged to 135 feet with 2 gun decks. 
